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APPENDIX A: TIMELINE OF EVENTS IN CHRISTIANIA 

Year Occurrence 
1971 Sep 26: Birthday of Christiania 
1971 Nov: Police decide to give up ineffective attempts to prevent youngsters 

from settling in Christiania 

1972 May 31: First treaty between Christiania and the state was signed. The 
Ministry of Defense allows residents to remain in Christiania temporarily. 
Given the govt-approved status of 'social experiment' 

1973 Earthquake election' of 1973. 3 right-wing parties have the paliamentary 
majority  – the Progress Party (Fremskridtspartiet), the Centre Democrats 
(Centrumdemokraterne) and the Christian Democrats (Kristeligt 
Folkeparti) 

1975 Proposal  put forward by the Progressive Party to shut down Christiania by 1 
April 1976 passed by a majority in parliament. Christinia files a lawsuit 
against the state. 

1976 20,000 people in front of the Copenhagen town hall to protest the closing of 
Christiania. Parliament decided to postpone the scheduled eviction 

1978 Christiania loses the case against the state in the Supreme Court. However, a 
majority in parliament  decided to preserve the Freetown for another 2–3 
years. 

1979 By the late 1970s the support for Christiania had become so widespread, that 
a prominent criminologist, Flemming Balvig, referred to it as ‘a people’s 
movement'. 

1979 Junk Blockade' set up by a faction of Christianites to rid the area of hard 
drugs.  

1980 Battle of Byggeren. Byggeren a large self-governed playground and 
recreational area in the neighbourhood of Nørrebro. Thousands 
demonstrated to resist the police and bulldozers that were sent to clear the 
ground. Christiania members were a prominent part of this protest.  

1986 Left government urges the Conservative minority to find a way to legalize 
Christiania. Signals a political dialogue with intentions of a mutually 
acceptable agreement. Subject of negotiation includes building maintenance 
and regulations, unlicensed pubs, payment of rent and the sale of hash.  

1987 An action plan is drawn up to normalize and legalize Christiania. A steering 
group is set up to mediate contact between Christiania and the state.  

1989 Christiania Act passed 
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1991 Framework Agreement (Rammeaftalen) drawn up. It allows the area to 
secure 'maximum self-administration'. Christiania publishes Den 
grønne plan (The Green Plan, 1991) as an alternative to the city's local plan.  

2004 Law about the change of law about the use of the Christiania area passed. It 
cancelled the earlier 1989 Act, terminating their right of use of the land.  
Responsibility for Christiania passes from the Ministry of Defense to the 
Ministry of Finance , which passes it on to the Danish Palaces and Estates 
Agency. 

2006 In 2006, Christiania filed a case against the state at the Palace and Estates 
Authority (Slots- og Ejendomsstyrelsen, SES) in the High Court saying that 
the termination of their right of use is illegal.. 

2009 High Court states in its judgment that it is the state that has the right of use 
to the Christiania area and that the notice of termination of one and a half 
years was in order. 

2011 The Supreme Court upholds the judgment of the High Court. 
2013 Christiania Act officially repealed on 15 July 2013 
2022 New agreement signed with the The Ministry of Social Affairs, Housing and 

the Elderly (Social-, Bolig- og Ældreministeriet). The Fristaden Christiania 
Foundation has agreed to, among other things, to buy Christianshavns Vold 
- against opening up the area and building 15,000 square meters of public 
housing.  
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APPENDIX B: OVERVIEW OF INTERVIEWEES 

 Role Length of 
interview 

Setting 

Interviewee A Christiania resident of 40 years and actively 
engaged with the Christiania currency (løn) 

40:15 In person 

Interviewee B Christiania resident and member of the 
Economy Office of Christiania 

05:11 In person 

Interviewee C Christiania resident of 15 years and member of 
the Building Office of Christiania 

54:42 In person 

Interviewee D Christiania resident of 30 years and volunteer 
tourist guide of Christiania 

28:42 In person 

Interviewee E Christiania resident of 30 years and member of 
Den Grønne Genbrugshal board (a cooperative 
construction business in Christiania) 

53:14 In person 

Interviewee F Christiania resident, member of the Contact 
Group and Christiania information office 

56:20 In person 

Interviewee G Christiania resident of 42 years and business 
owner in Christiania 

14:17 In person 

Interviewee H Christianshavn resident and cooperative 
business member in Christiania 

01:00:42 In person 

Interviewee I Christianshavn resident and spokesperson for 
the group Christiania Naboer (“Christiania’s 
Neighbours”) 

47:11 In person 

Interviewee J Member of Foldschak and Forchhammer, the 
legal team representing Christiania  

40:17 In person 

Interviewee K Cultural studies academic specializing in 
Danish cultural studies 

34:50 In person 

Interviewee L Executive member of Bristol Pay (a 
complementary currency programme in the 
UK) 

01:07:27 Online  

Interviewee M Executive member of Chiemgauer (a 
complementary currency programme in 
Germany) 

01:06:25 Online 

Interviewee N Member of the Unterguggenberger Institute, 
Austria, a non-profit organization that works 
with alternative economy.   

01:04:34 Online 
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APPENDIX C: LIST OF DOCUMENTS USED FOR DOCUMENT ANALYSIS 

The following is the full list of legal documents and related reports used for this study. They are 

listed with their original Danish titles with English translations provided in brackets for 

comprehension.  

1. ACT no. 399 of 07/06/1989: Lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet (“Act on the use of the 
Christiania Area”). 1989. https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/1989/399.  

2. ACT no. 431 of 09/06/2004: Lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

(Ændret formål og ejerskab til området m.v.) (“Act amending the Act on the use of the 

Christiania area [Changed purpose and ownership of the area, etc.]”). 2004. 

https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2004/431. 

3. 2003/1 SF. L 205: Skriftlig fremsættelse (“Written presentation of legislative proposal). 

Submitted by the Minister of Defense on 31 March 2004.  

4. 2003/1 LSF 205: Forslag til Lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

(“Proposals to Act amending the Act on the use of the Christiania area”). Submitted by the 

Minister of Defense on 31 March 2004.  

5. 2003/1 BTL 205: Betænkning over Forslag til lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af 

Christianiaområdet (“Report on proposal for a law amending the law on the use of the 

Christiania area”). Report submitted by the Defense Committee on 13 May 2004. 

6. 2003/1 TBL 205: Tillægsbetænkning over Forslag til lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af 

Christianiaområdet (“Supplementary report on proposal for a law amending the law on the 

use of the Christiania area”). Supplementary report submitted by the Defense Committee on 

27 May 2004. 

7. Finance Committee (2nd meeting). Act no. 86 - § 7 Appendix 1. Aftale mellem Christiania og 

Staten (“Agreement between Christiania and the State”). Slots og Ejendomsstyrelsen – 

Finansministeriet. October 2007.  

8. Forslag til lokalplan "Christiania" med kommuneplantillæg: Bilag 4 (“Proposal for local plan 

"Christiania" with municipal plan supplement: Appendix 4”). Københavns Kommune. 2008.  

9. ACT no. 1541 of 21/12/2010: Lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

(Ændring af revisionsbestemmelse m.v.) (“Act amending the Act on the use of the Christiania 

area [Amendment of audit provisions, etc.]”). 2010. 

10. 2010/1 SF.LL 35: Skriftlig fremsættelse (“Written presentation of legislative proposal). 

Submitted by the Minister of Finance on 14 October 2010.  
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11. 2010/1 LSF 35: Forslag til Lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

(“Proposals to Act amending the Act on the use of the Christiania area [Amendment of audit 

provisions, etc.]”). Submitted by the Minister of Finance on 14 October 2010. 

12. 2010/1 BTL 35: Betænkning over Forslag til lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af 

Christianiaområdet (Ændring af revisionsbestemmelse m.v.) (“Report on proposal for a law 

amending the law on the use of the Christiania area[Amendment of audit provisions, etc.]”). 

Report submitted by the Defense Committee on 2 December 2010.  

13. Aftale mellem Christiania og Staten (“Agreement between Christiania and the State”). 

Agreement entered into by the state represented by the Palace and Properties Agency (Slots- 

og Ejendomsstyrelsen) and the Christiania Negotiating Group after authorization from the 

Common Meeting. 22 June 2011. 

14. ACT no. 390 of 02/05/2012: Lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

(Ændring af revisionsbestemmelse m.v.) (“Act amending the Act amending the Acton the use 

of the Christiania area [Amendment of audit provisions]”). 2012. 

15. ACT no. 643 of 12/06/2013: Lov om ophævelse af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

(“Act on the repeal of the Act on the use of the Christiania area”). 2013. 

https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2013/643.  

16. 2012/1 SF.LL 179: Skriftlig fremsættelse (“Written presentation of legislative proposal”). 

Submitted by the Minister for Climate, Energy and Construction on 13 March 2013.  

17. 2012/1 LSF 179: Forslag til Lov om ophævelse af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

(“Proposals to Act on the repeal of the Act on the use of the Christiania area”). Submitted by 

the Minister for Climate, Energy and Construction on 13 March 2013. 

18. 2012/1 BTL 179: Betænkning over Forslag til lov om ophævelse af lov om anvendelse af 

Christianiaområdet (“Report over Proposal for a law on the repeal of the law on the use of the 

Christiania area). Report submitted by the Climate, Energy and Building Committee on 23 

May 2013. 

19. Aftale mellem regeringen (Socialdemokratiet), Dansk Folkeparti, Socialistisk Folkeparti, 

Enhedslisten og KristenDemokraterne om: Fonden for blandede byer – flere billige boliger og 

en vej ud af hjemløshed (“Agreement between the government [Social Democrats], the Danish 

People's Party, Socialist People's Party, Enhedslisten and the Christian Democrats about: The 

Foundation for Mixed Cities – more affordable housing and a way out of homelessness”). 26 

November 2021.  
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20. Besvarelse vedrørende ulovlige boliger på Christiania (“Answer regarding illegal housing in 

Christiania”). Københavns Kommune. Case number in F2: 2022 - 12904; Case number in eDoc: 

2022-0272407. 13 September 2022.  

21. Tillægsaftale mellem Fonden Fristaden Christiania og staten (“Supplementary agreement 

between the Foundation Fristaden Christiania and the state”). Agreement entered into by the 

state represented by the Housing and the Danish Planning Agency (Bolig og plantyrelsen) and 

the Ministry of Interior and Housing (Indenrigs og boligministeriet). 30 August 2022.  

22. Folketinget committee processing. Questions regarding Act no. 89 Document on agreement 

between Christiania and the Danish Palaces and Properties Agency on the future use of the 

Christiania area. https://www.ft.dk/samling/20111/aktstykke/Aktstk.89/spm.htm. 2011–12.    

23. “Christiania Guide”. Written, photographed and published by christianites. Translated by 

Susanne Jacobi. 2005.  
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APPENDIX D: SUMMARIES OF RELEVANT DANISH STATE DOCUMENTS 

These are excerpts taken from the English translations of the original Danish documents. 

1. THE FUND FOR MIXED CITIES – MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND A WAY 
OUT OF HOMELESSNESS  
Date: 26 November 2021 

Danish: Aftale mellem regeringen (Socialdemokratiet), Dansk Folkeparti,  
Socialistisk Folkeparti, Enhedslisten og KristenDemokraterne  

om: Fonden for blandede byer flere billige boliger og en vej ud af hjemløshed 
af 26. november 2021 

Issued by: Indenrigs- Og Sundhedsministeriet (Ministry of the Interior and Health) 

 

• A number of new initiatives which will promote the construction of public housing in 
order to counteract the trend towards division in the cities. 

• The agreement must support that the general building activity is accompanied by well-
thought-out architectural solutions, just as an elderly-friendly design of the urban spaces 
must be prioritized. 

• The newly established "Fund for mixed cities" receives a total of DKK 10,000 million. DKK 
from the Nybyggerifonden. In the period 2022-2031, DKK 5,000 million can be set 
aside. DKK for the following purposes: 

o 100 million DKK for sustainable public housing - both in the form of new 
construction and in the form of renovation 

o 50 million DKK for pilot projects with adaptation of public housing and 
residential areas to the needs of the elderly 

o 5 million DKK for the preparation of new categories of available housing and the 
collection of data regarding available housing 

o 20 million DKK for more public housing on the small islands and larger islands 

o 900 million DKK for a one-off subsidy for the establishment of especially cheap 
family homes 

o 150 million DKK for temporary subsidy for the reduction of the rent in certain 
general family housing for the benefit of housing seekers with an urgent housing 
need and low ability to pay 

o 422 million DKK for densification of existing public family housing units with new 
public housing 

o 778 million DKK for land purchase loans for the establishment of public housing 
in areas where the total land costs do not enable construction within the maximum 
amount 
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o 675 million DKK for the acquisition and conversion of commercial properties into 
public housing 

o 870 million DKK for the acquisition of existing residential properties 

o 5 million DKK for guidance on community-oriented housing solutions 

o 2 million DKK for analyses, etc. for use of the funds in the fund for mixed cities. 

• A new land purchase loan scheme to support new public housing in areas with land prices 
above that are above the public housing organizations’ ability to pay.  

• Conversion of commercial properties and residential rental properties into public housing. 
A good way to ensure that new public housing can be established in place with a central 
and attractive location.  

• Densification with new public housing i.e. establishing new public housing in existing 
public housing sections.  

• More student housing and dormitories.  

• Faster construction of public housing: task force to be set up for it.  

• Public housing in Christiania 

• More public housing on the smaller and larger islands 

• Alleviation of homelessness: Funds for rent subsidies to ensure the availability of very 
cheap public housing for those with the lowest ability to pay.  

• More homes for the elderly; elderly-friendly cities and housing with better accessibility for 
people with disabilities.  

• A national architecture policy to go had-in-hand with all the new building activity, with 
a focus on life lived, quality and climate. 

• Reorganizing the operating support system under the Landsbyggefonden.  

 

2. ACT ON THE USE OF THE CHRISTIANIA AREA (1989) 

ACT no. 399 of 07/06/1989 

Date: 7/06/1989 

Danish: Lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

Issued by: Indenrigs- og Boligministeriet (Ministry of the Interior and Housing9) 

 
9 The Ministry of the Interior was changed to the Ministry of the Interior and Health as a result of the 
formation of a new government on 15 December 2022. Businesses belonging to the former ministry 
was transferred to respectively The Ministry of the Interior and Health, the Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Housing and the Ministry of the Church.   
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• The purpose of the Act is to enable the use of the Christiania area in accordance with the 
national plan directive and the local plan which the Minister for the Environment issues 
for the area. 

• The Ministry of Defense may allow that  
1) buildings and areas are used for mixed residential and workshop purposes with 

the possibility of placing service functions such as shops and 
restaurants as well as institutions etc. that are compatible with the area's 
distinctive features, as public recreational area or for other purposes, 
2) buildings are erected, remodeled or demolished, or 
3) stalls, sheds, sheds, caravans, fences or other objects are placed outside the 
buildings. 

• The Minister of Defense may set conditions for the permit. 
• The Minister of Defense may reserve the right to revoke the permit. The permit can be 

revoked if the terms of the permit are violated. The permit can be time-limited. 
• If the Minister of Defense does not allow the buildings or areas to be used for housing or 

other purposes, anyone who resides in or uses them must vacate or cease use within a 
period determined by the Minister of Defence.  

• The Municipality of Copenhagen must, within 6 months from the submission of an 
application for replacement housing, offer replacement housing to anyone who has to 
vacate their home in accordance with § 4, subsection 1, and who, when the bill was 
presented, was registered in the population register with permanent residence in 
Christiania. However, the obligation to offer replacement housing only applies if the 
person in question is 18 years old at the time of moving out and either: 

1) has Danish citizenship, 

2) is in possession of an EC residence permit, 

3) is covered by the Nordic Convention on Social Security or 

4) has a residence permit according to §§ 7, 8 or 9, subsection of the Aliens Act. 2, No. 2. 
• The Minister of Defence's decisions according to the law must be in accordance with the 

local plan for the area. 
• The Minister of Defense may request the police to provide the necessary assistance in the 

exercise of powers pursuant to § 4, subsection 1 and 3, and § 6, subsection 2-4. 

3. ACT AMENDING THE ACT ON THE USE OF THE CHRISTIANIA AREA 
(CHANGED PURPOSE AND OWNERSHIP OF THE AREA, ETC.) (2004) 

ACT no. 431 of 09/06/2004 

Date: 9 June 2004 

Danish: Lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

(Ændret formål og ejerskab til området m.v.) 

Issued by: Indenrigs- og Boligministeriet (Ministry of Interior and Housing) 
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3.1. COMPARISON OF THE 1989 ACT AND 2004 AMENDMENT 

 

Act on the Use of the Christiania Area, 1989 Act amending the Act on the use of the Christiania area: 
Changed purpose and ownership of the area, etc., 2004 

§ 1. The purpose of the Act is to enable the use of the 
Christiania area in accordance with the national plan 
directive and the local plan which the Minister for the 
Environment issues for the area. 

§ 1. The purpose of the Act is to enable the development of 
the Christiania area as a sustainable neighbourhood in 
Copenhagen in accordance with the planning carried out for 
the area.  

PCS. 2. The Act specifically aims to ensure, 

1) that the part of the main rampart and outer rampart of 
Christianshavn's Wall,…be restored as a unified recreational, 
landscaped area, taking into account the historical design of 
the memory of the past, 

2) that the areas in Ulrich's, Sophie Hedevig's and Vilhelm's 
Bastions as well as the areas between these are maintained 
and developed as a residential area, taking into account both 
the area's location on the historical memory and the area's 
distinctive cultural environment, 

3) that the part of the Christiania area that is not covered by 
no. 1 or 2 be developed as a mixed residential and business 
area through renovation and conversion, demolition and new 
construction as well as improvement of open spaces, taking 
into account the area's special architectural and cultural-
historical values, and 

4) that a change of ownership of buildings and land in the 
area is carried out. 

§ 2. The Act applies to the area on which the 
Bådsmandsstrædes Barracks and 
Ammunitionsarsenalet were located, as well as to the 
part of Naval Station  Copenhagen to which there is 
public access (Christiania).  

PCS. 2. The Act does not apply to the part of the area 
which is leased to Copenhagen Municipality. 

§ 2. The Act applies to the Christiania area, cf. Annex 1 of the 
Act. 
PCS. 2. The Act does not apply to the parts of the area which 
are transferred in accordance with § 8.' 

After § 2, insert: 

"§ 2 a. Rights of use for buildings or land in the Christiania 
area must be notified to the Ministry of Defense no later than 
1 January 2005. The Minister of Defense can postpone it in the 
1st point. mentioned period with up to 6 months. 

PCS. 2. The notification must be in writing and accompanied 
by documentation for the right of use. It must also be stated 
in the notification which building or part of a building or 
which area the right of use covers. 

PCS. 3. Rights of use which have not been notified within the 
period in subsection 1 stated period, cannot be asserted after 
the period has expired. 
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Act on the Use of the Christiania Area, 1989 Act amending the Act on the use of the Christiania area: 
Changed purpose and ownership of the area, etc., 2004 

PCS. 4. The Minister of Defense announces acceptance or 
rejection of the notification. 

§ 3. The Minister of Defense may allow that:  

1) buildings and areas are used for mixed residential 
and workshop purposes with the possibility of placing 
service functions such as shops and restaurants as well 
as institutions etc. that are compatible with the area's 
distinctive features, as public recreational area or for 
other purposes, 

2) buildings are erected, remodeled or demolished, or 

3) stalls, sheds, sheds, caravans, fences or other objects 
are placed outside the buildings. 

§ 3. The Minister of Defense can terminate rights of use for 
buildings and land in the Christiania area with appropriate 
notice.  
PCS. 2. The Minister of Defense can grant permission for the 
use of specific buildings and areas. 

PCS. 3. The Minister of Defense may allow, 
1) that buildings are constructed, remodelled or demolished, 
and 
2) that stalls, sheds, sheds, caravans, fences or other objects 
are placed outside the buildings. 

PCS. 4. The Minister of Defense may set conditions for the 
permit. 

PCS. 5. The Minister of Defense may reserve the right to 
revoke the permit. The permit can be revoked if the terms of 
the permit are violated. The permit can be time-limited. 

PCS. 6. The Minister of Defense may terminate permits with 
appropriate notice. 

PCS. 7. The Minister of Defense may decide that buildings 
that may not be used for housing or other purposes must be 
rebuilt or demolished. 

PCS. 8. The Tenancy Act and the Business Tenancy Act do 
not apply to rights of use pursuant to permits granted 
pursuant to subsection 2. 

PCS. 9. The provisions on the demolition of dwellings in 
Section 46 of the Housing Regulation Act do not apply upon 
termination of rights of use and permits pursuant to 
subsection 1, 5 and 6.   

§ 4. If the Minister of Defense does not allow the 
buildings or areas to be used for housing or other 
purposes, anyone who resides in or uses them must 
vacate or cease use within a period determined by the 
Minister of Defence. The Minister of Defense can, 
without the assistance of the bailiffs, have persons who 
do not want to leave the buildings or areas removed 
from the area.  

PCS. 2. If the Minister of Defense does not allow stalls, 
sheds or other objects to be placed on the land, the 
owner or user must remove the objects within a time 
limit set by the Minister of Defence. 

§ 4.,  subsection 1, 2. pt., is repealed. 
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Act on the Use of the Christiania Area, 1989 Act amending the Act on the use of the Christiania area: 
Changed purpose and ownership of the area, etc., 2004 

 

§ 5. The Municipality of Copenhagen must, within 6 
months from the submission of an application for 
replacement housing, offer replacement housing to 
anyone who has to vacate their home in accordance 
with § 4, subsection 1, and who, when the bill was 
presented, was registered in the population register 
with permanent residence in Christiania. However, the 
obligation to offer replacement housing only applies if 
the person in question is 18 years old at the time of 
moving out and either: 
 1) has Danish citizenship, 
2) is in possession of an EC residence permit, 
3) is covered by the Nordic Convention on Social 
Security or  
4) has a residence permit according to § 7, 8 or 9, 
subsection of the Aliens Act. 2, No. 2. 

PCS. 2. Replacement housing must, as far as possible, 
meet the requirements specified in the Urban Renewal 
and Home Improvement Act § 38, subsection 1. 

PCS. 3. The provisions in the Urban Renewal and 
Home Improvement Act § 42, subsection 1-4 and 7-12, 
§§ 43 and 86 apply accordingly. 

§ 5. The Municipality of Copenhagen must, within 6 months 
from the submission of an application for replacement 
housing, offer replacement housing to anyone who has to 
vacate their home pursuant to § 4, subsection 1, and who is 
registered in the national register with permanent residence 
in Christiania. The duty to offer replacement housing only 
applies, however, if the person in question is 18 years old at 
the time of moving out and has had his right of use registered 
in accordance with § 2 a.  

PCS. 2. The assigned replacement home must be of suitable 
size, location, quality and equipment. The home is of an 
appropriate size when it has either one more room than the 
number of household members or the same number of rooms 
as the household's previous home.  

PCS. 3. The provisions in the Act on Urban Renewal and 
Development of Cities § 64, subsection 1-5, §§ 65 and 66 and § 
105, subsection 1 and 3, apply accordingly.  

PCS. 4. Residents who must be assigned replacement housing, 
cf. subsection 1, has the right to reimbursement of reasonable 
and documented moving expenses. An application for 
relocation allowance is submitted to Copenhagen 
Municipality, which calculates and pays out the allowance.  

PCS. 5. The Municipality of Copenhagen provides 
compensation to companies that must vacate their premises 
pursuant to section 4, subsection 1. However, the company is 
only entitled to compensation to the extent that the company 
is continued and it is documented that a loss has been 
suffered that could not reasonably have been avoided. 

PCS. 6. Compensation according to subsection 5 is provided 
to cover 
1) loss of inventory and installations, 
2) operating loss during the relocation period, 
3) moving expenses and 
4) reasonable expenses for expert assistance. 

PCS. 7. Copenhagen Municipality's decision pursuant to 
subsection 5 can be brought before the assessment authorities 
referred to in the Public Roads Act. Complaints to the 
assessment authorities must be submitted within 4 weeks of 
the complainant being notified of the decision. 

PCS. 8. The Minister of Defense reimburses Copenhagen 
Municipality's expenses for the provision and designation of 
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Act on the Use of the Christiania Area, 1989 Act amending the Act on the use of the Christiania area: 
Changed purpose and ownership of the area, etc., 2004 

replacement housing as well as for relocation allowance and 
reimbursement pursuant to subsection 5. 

§ 8. Rules in the legislation on conservation, on the use 
of land and on the construction, furnishing, use, 
conversion and demolition of buildings do not apply to 
the area of the Act. However, the planning legislation 
applies to the extent that it is necessary for the 
planning that the Minister of the Environment 
prepares for the area, cf. § 1. The Minister of Defense 
exercises the powers which according to the planning 
legislation belong to municipal authorities.  

PCS. 2. The Minister of Defense should obtain an 
opinion from the relevant expert authorities before a 
decision is made in accordance with the law.  

PCS. 3. The Minister of Defence's decisions according 
to the law must be in accordance with the local plan 
for the area. 

§ 8. The Minister of Defense is authorized to hand over the 
part of the Christiania area which includes the ancient 
memorial to a public authority, cf. except subsection 2.  

PCS. 2. Before transfer pursuant to subsection 1, the Minister 
of Defense may sell government buildings on land covered by 
§ 1, subsection 2, no. 2, as social and cultural considerations 
can be taken into account in the disposal. The access is 
registered according to the Land Registration Act's rules on 
buildings on leased land. 

PCS. 3. For the part of the Christiania area that is not covered 
by subsection 1, the Minister of Defense is authorized to sell 
properties, as social and cultural considerations can be taken 
into account during the disposal. 

After section 8, insert: 

§ 8 a. The Minister of Defense is authorized to transfer the 
administration of the state's ownership of the Christiania area 
to a state institution. The institution takes over the powers and 
obligations that according to § 2 a, subsection 1, 1st point, and 
subsection 2-4, and §§ 3-8 and 10 belong to the Minister of 
Defence. 

PCS. 2. The Minister of Defense cannot issue service orders 
regarding the institution's handling and decision-making of 
individual cases. 

PCS. 3. The institution's decisions cannot be appealed to 
another administrative authority. 

PCS. 4. The Minister of Defense lays down the detailed rules 
on the institution's tasks, board, budget, etc. The Minister of 
Defense can appoint a board of directors for the institution. 

 

§ 9. The Minister of Defense may lay down detailed 
provisions on the implementation of the law's rules, 
including on the participation of the Municipality of 
Copenhagen pursuant to § 5, on setting up a special 
steering council, on the establishment of a secretariat 
and on the representation of residents before the 
authorities. 

§ 9. "on setting up a special steering council, on establishing a 
secretariat" is deleted. 

§ 10. The Minister of Defense may request the police to 
provide the necessary assistance in the exercise of 
powers pursuant to § 4, subsection 1 and 3, and § 6, 
subsection 2-4. The Minister of Justice can, after 

In §10, "1 and" are deleted.  

After section 10, insert: 
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Act on the Use of the Christiania Area, 1989 Act amending the Act on the use of the Christiania area: 
Changed purpose and ownership of the area, etc., 2004 

negotiation with the Minister of Defence, lay down 
detailed rules in this regard.  "§ 10 (a). Lawsuits for review of decisions on matters covered 

by this Act must be brought within 6 months after the 
decision has been announced. The Minister of Defense may, 
upon application, in special cases grant a dispensation from 
the provision in the 1st point. Application for dispensation 
must be submitted within the period in the 1st point. said 
deadline. 

§ 11. Unless a higher penalty is due under other 
legislation, the person who: 

1.1) without the Minister of Defence's permission uses 
land or uses, constructs, rebuilds or demolishes 
buildings or sets up stalls, sheds or other objects as 
mentioned in section 3, subsection 1, 

1.2) overrides conditions that the Minister of Defense 
has set pursuant to section 3, subsection 2, 

§ 11.  PCS. 3. For violations committed by a limited 
liability company, limited liability company, 
cooperative or similar, the company may be held liable 
for fines.  

§ 11. Subsection 1, no. 1, shall read as follows: 

"1) without the Minister of Defence's permission, they carry 
out in subsection 2 and 3 mentioned actions,'. 

 In section 11, subsection 1, no. 2, is changed to "§ 3, subsection 
2,' to: '§ 3, subsection 4 

PCS. 3, shall read as follows: "PCS. 3. Companies etc. (legal 
persons) may be held criminally liable according to the rules 
in Chapter 5 of the Criminal Code.' 

 

4. ACT AMENDING THE ACT ON THE USE OF THE CHRISTIANIA AREA 
(AMENDMENT OF AUDIT PROVISIONS ETC.) (2010) 

ACT no. 1541 of 21/12/2010 

Date: 21 December 2010 

Danish: Lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

(Ændring af revisionsbestemmelse m.v.) 

Issued by: Indenrigs- og Boligministeriet (Ministry of Interior and Housing) 

This law postpones the planned audit by one year. The postponement is due to the fact that 
Christiania had filed a case against the state at the Danish Land and Property Agency in 
connection with the implementation of the Amendment Act. The Supreme Court was expected 
to make a decision regarding this case in February 2011. 
 
In addition, the law contains a technical amendment to section 11 of the Act on the use of the 
Christiania area, as a section reference was missing in the latest revision. 
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5. AGREEMENT BETWEEN CHRISTIANIA AND THE STATE (2011) 

Date: 22 June 2011 

Danish: Aftale mellem Christiania og staten  

Based on the Christiania Act, the state and Christiania entered into the following agreement to 
transfer the Christiania area to a new fund.  

• With the agreement, the financial basis is secured so that the residents can stay in the area, 
the commercial, social and cultural activities can continue and develop, while making sure 
the heritage of Christianshavn's ramparts is protected.  

• The agreement requires Christiania establishes a fund, which will be the owner and tenant 
of buildings and plots of land at Christiania. The purpose of the foundation is to maintain 
Christiania as an alternative residential and business area. The foundation must ensure 
good and trusting cooperation between Christiania and the authorities.  

• The foundation's board is made up of five people resident in Christiania and six 
independent people who are not residents of Christiania, but who have special 
professional knowledge of building conditions, economy, culture, social conditions, law, 
environment and sustainability. The foundation's board is responsible for implementing 
the elements of the agreement that are linked to the foundation, including administration 
of the housing allocation.  

• With the agreement, Fonden Fristaden Christiania buys the buildings and land that the 
state owns and that the state has the option to sell within the legislation. Where the land 
under the buildings cannot be sold together with the buildings, these are leased to the 
foundation. The state buildings that the state cannot sell are leased to the foundation. The 
state also rents out the land under self-build houses in sub-areas II and III.  

Figure 11: Division of Christiania into sub-areas map. Source: 
Aftale mellem Christiania og staten, 2011.  
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6. ACT AMENDING THE ACT AMENDING THE ACT ON THE USE OF THE 
CHRISTIANIA AREA (AMENDMENT OF AUDIT PROVISION) (2012) 

ACT no. 390 of 02/05/2012 

Date: 2 May 2012 

Danish: : Lov om ændring af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

(Ændring af revisionsbestemmelse m.v.) 

Issued by: Indenrigs- og Boligministeriet (Ministry of Interior and Housing) 

The law postpones a planned revision of the law on the use of the Christiania area by one 
year. Proposals for revision of the Act must be presented in the 2012-13 parliamentary year. 

In June 2011, an agreement was concluded between the state and Christiania. The agreement 
implies that a newly established foundation, Fonden Fristaden Christiania, must buy part of the 
area, rent another part and take care of the future restoration, operation and maintenance. The 
agreement must be completed on 1 July 2012. Once the agreement has been completed, the Minister 
for Climate, Energy and Buildings will propose revising the law, which reflects the new 
arrangement, and that Fonden Fristaden Christiania takes over responsibility for the area. 

 

7. ACT ON THE REPEAL OF THE ACT ON THE USE OF THE CHRISTIANIA AREA 
(2013) 

ACT no. 643 of 12/06/2013 

Date: 12 June 2013 

Danish: Lov om ophævelse af lov om anvendelse af Christianiaområdet 

Issued by: Indenrigs- og Boligministeriet (Ministry of Interior and Housing) 

The law means special legislative rules no longer apply to Christiania. After this, it is only the 
general rules of the legislation and the agreements entered into between the state and the 
Foundation Fristaden Christiania that regulate the use of the area. 
An agreement was concluded in June 2011 between the state and Christiania. The agreement 
implies that a newly founded foundation, Fonden Fristaden Christiania, has bought part of the 
area, rented another part and will take care of the future restoration, operation and maintenance. 

 


